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June 2018

Committee Meeting notes for April / May

My wife tells me it is only 7 months to Christmas, it is much colder in the 
evenings and less conducive to being in the workshop, so it must be getting on for 
winter. Leaves have gone from trees and grass growth has slowed but there are 
still outside maintenance tasks to be completed. The efforts of members each 
Saturday morning in carrying out these tasks around the Park is much 
appreciated. 
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Our Annual General Meeting is now past and I would thank the members who 
attended as well as thanks to those who have been elected to positions in the 
Committee and to those who have retired from Committee responsibilities. 

Our current Executive Committee and other Official positions are as follows:
President - Philip Gibbison
Vice President - vacant
Secretary - Nigel Wood
Treasurer - Nigel Wood
Committee - John Bolton

Colin Grocott
Carl McMillan
Ron Perkinson
Mark Taylor

Brayshaw Park Rep - Nigel Wood
Deputy Rep - vacant
Newsletter Editor/ Website - Carl McMillan
Librarian - vacant
Recording Officer - vacant
MEANZ Rep - Ron Perkinson
Boiler Committee - J. Bolton

W. Holdaway
M. Taylor
N. Wood

Patron - the Office of Mayor, Mr J. Leggett 
Hon Solicitor - P. Radich
Hon Auditor - D. Manning

A vote of thanks to Tom Hood for the years he spent on the Committee as 
Treasurer and Brayshaw Park Representative was passed.

Carl McMillan was nominated and approved for Life Membership in recognition 
of the part he has played in furthering the aims and objectives of the Society, and 
for his commitment and dedication to its activities over many years.

Annual Subscriptions were unchanged from last year and members are 
requested, please, to renew these now, if they haven’t done so already.

Senior Members - $55.00
Junior & Country Members - $35.00
Family Membership - $60.00

These subscriptions help toward the routine running costs of the Society.

We welcome new members Dontae Anderson (Engineering Section junior 
member), Peter Deacon and J.P. Gordon (Aero Section) and trust they will enjoy 

2



their time with us in their hobby and in making new friendships. Our thoughts and 
sympathies go to Gavin Grieve and his family in the passing of his wife.  

Our boating pond is now ready for Contractors to install a liner. However, the 
date for this to take place is uncertain at present but expected to be later in June. 
Thanks to members who have been busy with repairs and preparation for this 
work. The delay in work commencing has had an effect on funding applications but
it is expected there will be no problems in paying for the job. 

The Committee appreciates the work and effort being put in to erecting the 
trolley storage shed alongside the Signal Box building. Other on-going 
maintenance tasks, such as completing painting and lighting in the container, 
windmill vane installation, Sponsor sign board erection, flying site mower repair 
and removing a trip hazard adjacent to the boating shed, are being attended to. 
During the recent school holidays we were able to give train rides to a number of 
children as part of an OSCAR program, and our regular fortnightly train running 
sessions continue to generate a bit of income to support projects and 
maintenance.

Nigel Wood
Secretary

Steam Section Meeting notes for April 17th.

A quiet evening but with good fellowship and discussion about various topics, 
mainly to do with working on the inter-island ferries between Picton & Wellington. I 
found it interesting to learn about what happens in other parts of the ferries that 
the general public don’t get to see.  

Jim Acott had been making spring buckles and pins for the tender suspension  
axle boxes and brake hangers for his 5” gauge Aspinall 27 loco. He was getting 
practice in making small parts before starting on the tender frame.
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Nothing else on show for the evening but members have been busy in their 

workshops.

Steam Section Meeting notes for May 15th.

John Bolton has consented to be the Section Captain and would like to have a 
meeting with full member attendance to discuss long-term plans and matters 
concerning our rail systems. Several members were absent so it was not possible 
to have consensus in the discussion but it was considered that maintenance of 
existing tracks and structures was of high priority.

 John Bolton had the shell of a tender for a 3 1/2”g NZR Ab commenced many 
years ago. He probably wouldn’t proceed with it as 5”g locos are more attractive.
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Mark Taylor had a box of 5”g Speedy valve gear parts which are coming 
together. It is satisfying to see the pile of parts growing after many hours of work.

Jim Acott has been making buffer assemblies for his Aspinall and asked about 
methods of forming the radiussed faces on each buffer.

Brent Coburn had his Britannia back together ready for testing. The Traction 
Engine is largely assembled but there is still a bit of work and fine tuning to do. 

Nigel
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Boat report June 2018
No action with the pond yet so there is nothing to say there.

Sailing continues at Delta Lake 
although I haven’t been there lately, 
the weather hasn’t been great and 
it’s certainly getting cooler. We have 
a picture of sailing there a few 
weeks ago.  
Colin Grocott has built a Racing 
Sparrow RG650, we have two 
similar boats in the club already so 
this will add to the fleet. It hasn’t 
been sailing yet but it looks good.  
I am building one the same, my 
progress is quite a bit slower than 
Colin’s so hopefully by the next 
newsletter it will be sailing (Photo 

next page).

The pond yacht at Vines Village is 
needing some attention, if you can 
help with this contact me.
Dave Mathieson advises there is a 
Hobby Expo at Stoke Hall 2nd and 
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3rd June Saturday and Sunday 10am till 4pm both days, usually lots of things to 
look at so it would be worth a trip.
Subs are now due, if you haven’t paid please do so at your earliest convenience. 
Our next Section meeting will be Thurs 7th June, 7.30 at the clubrooms.
Philip

Flying section report.
The AGM has been and gone, the results are shown earlier in the newsletter. 
Subscription are the same as last year and are due for payment if you have not 
already paid. MFNZ Affiliation fees are also overdue if not already paid.
Mark Taylor has fixed the mower after the left roller siezed and flogged out the 
mounts until it fell off, looks as good as new, thanks mark. 
The colder weather has finally slowed the growth of the grass after a record 
growing season and the grass is staying short for longer which will suit models 
with smaller wheels a bit better than earlier.
Rabbits have been digging small holes in the runways over summer and autumn. 
This could easily wreck a model if a wheel went into one on landing or even take-
off. A couple of members have suggested shooting the rabbits, so asked asked the
council if that was possible and about a month ago received this reply: ”Council does
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not allow shooting on the Wairau River up to the Waihopai confluence so you won’t be able to do
that.
Council biosecurity guys have advised they will look at the area next week to see if they can do 

something for you”. I have not heard anything since so am not sure if their Biosecurity
guys have done anything. I have been filling in the Rabbit divots on the runway 
and have not noticed any fresh digging recently. If you do find holes dug in the 
runway there is a bucket of dirt and a trowel under the BBQ by the shed to use to 
fill them in.

There has not been much power flying going on at the field on Sunday mornings 
recently, but the glider fliers have been getting in some good flying. I particularly 
enjoyed some Radian flying with Rex and Phil a weekend or two back when we 
had a fun contest with our Radians. Just launch together, run the motors for 20 
seconds, and see who can stay airborne the longest. I was first down each time 
which is fine as I am the least experienced glider flyer, but it was just a spur of the 
moment thing to have some fun on a day when the conditions were pretty poor.

The latest Model flyers world had an article about the aerotow fly-in at Omarama 
and it had a link to some nice aerial video of the event take by Alex Hewson from 
his FPV quad-copter:

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYc0J2sZLVQ&feature=youtu.be

We might do a bit of aerotow from our field in the near future. I have replaced the 
engine in my Giant Big Stik glider tug and have had a few flights with it recently so 
it should be good to go.

Allan Baker is working on getting the club glider winch out again and having a 
quick setup arrangement for the turnround at the boundary fences. There are only 
a couple of people with suitable gliders at the moment but if anyone else is 
interested the facility is there to be used.

I have been working on an old ARF kit P47 I have had sitting in the shed for many 
years, and have just bought a new ARF Extra 300L to replace the Katana I 
wrecked some time ago. Hope to have them flying in the not too distant future. 
Have had issues with the retracts for the P47 and am waiting for a new exhaust.

Have fun, Fly safely.

Cheers, Carl.

The Soaring Group 

The soaring group has had no competitions during the last month although there 
has been plenty of flying (by some) during that period. For some reason there 
were no NDC (National Decentralised Competition) events scheduled in the 
classes that we normally fly during May. They couldn’t have picked a better month 
as the weather has been rubbish almost every weekend but we do have a couple 
of events in June so hopefully whoever schedules wind and rain will be 
hibernating.
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Here is the link to an interesting weather site:  Windy: Wind map & weather 
forecast (also known as Windyty)  I haven’t explored it enough to know all the ins 
and outs yet but put in a location and it will bring up a flag at that location. The bar 
on the right allows you to select what is indicated by the colours on the map, wind, 
temperature, etc. - the key is at bottom right. Click on the arrow on the location flag
and it brings up more information below. It seems to default to ECMWF which is 
one of the forecasters available - click on “compare” to see an explanation. Joe 
Wurts (multiple R/C glider World Champ) recommended Windy.com so I will follow 
it for a while and see how it performs for this area……….fascinating graphics if 
nothing else.

Tuamarina is proving to be quite a good place to fly now that we are starting to get 
used to it, but it’s not a good place to crash. This is mainly because the stop bank 
and the trees limit vision when a model comes down and you can’t see where it’s 
gone. The river has claimed two gliders this year, and that means all the gear on 
board is gone - at least if you crash on dry land you can normally recover 
receivers, motors, servos etc.  That didn’t work out for Allan Baker when his fast 
little Messerschmitt Komet foamy split itself down the middle on a top wire in the 
vineyard and ejected all the components into the surrounding grass. The receiver 
and battery were found but the rest is……..somewhere.

One of the models assumed lost in the river (it went down behind the trees and we
couldn’t find it) was Paddy Gordon’s well used Radian. The photo below was taken
BEFORE it crashed. Several previous collisions with the planet and an 
accumulation of repairs had left it in a rather dubious state, yet when I test flew this
model after it’s penultimate crash it climbed hands off and soared like an eagle 
without touching the trims. I must assume that the radical fuselage bend provided 
the correct amount of right thrust. It does make you wonder why most of us spend 
hours during a build making sure that everything is straight and correctly aligned 
when the simple application of duct tape and rubber bands will obviously suffice.
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This month we will have at least a couple of competition days with ALES Radian 
and ALES 200 to fly, plus F3K for anyone with a discus launch glider. For those 
that may be interested I’d like to do a bit of aerotowing with Carl at Tuamarina and 
Allan Baker is keen to get the winch operating again, so there could be a few thrills
and spills in store. Everything is weather dependent of course so I’ll advise the 
soaring group by e-mail when I see an opportune day coming. The following 
photos are from our last NDC day showing a good lineup of enthusiastic 
modeller’s vehicles, Phil Sparrow with a nice new model and Robert Evans flying 
his Radian down the tape to the target. I’m looking forward to more of this and we 
extend an invitation to anyone else in the club that’s interested in joining us - it’s 
great fun and we are a friendly bunch.

Rex
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Trev, Rex and Brian (Mog) on a very cold morning (30/5/18), and 4 Radians (Phil taking the 
Photo)

NDC Flying 2/6/18
Against all the odds, today’s round of ALES Radian produced some pretty good 
scores. For those of you who weren’t there this may not be surprising, but for the 
rest of us it definitely exceeded our expectations. When I arrived just before 9 am 
the weather conditions at Tuamarina did not look great for soaring - cold, calm, 
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solid dark overcast and a hint of rain in the air - it did not look promising. There 
were seven slightly chilly pilots ready to do battle and I think we were probably all 
thinking that five minutes would be a good time. As it turned out there was only 
one flight below that mark….I’m not counting Phil Sparrow here.

I expected that there would be no lift and times would be achieved by carefully 
floating around in the calm air and slowly descending, but several of us found quite
good lift and a few models managed to get very high. The new landing distances 
made a huge difference to our normal scores and there were only three "no 
scores" recorded. One of those was due to Trev’s rudder trying to depart from his 
Radian mid flight and he was fortunate not to have the model crash into the trees. 
He suffered sudden loss of control several times during what should have been a 
high scoring flight, but managed to fight the model back to the field where we 
realised the rudder was barely attached. 

Anyone who has one of the new E-Flite Radians would be well advised to check 
the rudder hinge. Trev’s was only light adhesive tape (which had lost adhesion) so 
he will fit proper hinges, a modification worth doing I reckon. The rudder hinge is a 
weak link on the original Radians as well and I have fitted proper hinges on mine 
and several other models. While you are about it make sure the clevis has a 
keeper on it - I’ve had one pop off and Radians are hard to steer with no rudder 
input.

Here are today’s scores:

Event 83 - ALES Radian

Rex Ashwell  MFNZ #10746

 
Flight 1 -   7 min 03          417 points       50 landing                  467

Flight 2 -   7 min 03          417 points       50 landing                  467

Flight 3 -   7 min 02          418 points       50 landing                  468

                                                                                       Total - 1402

Phil Elvy  MFNZ #11020

 
Flight 1 -   7 min 02          418 points       50 landing                  468

Flight 2 -   6 min 46          406 points       50 landing                  456

Flight 3 -   6 min 49          409 points       50 landing                  459

                                                                                       Total - 1383

Garry Morgan  MFNZ #12386

 
Flight 1 -   6 min 27          387 points       00 landing                  387

Flight 2 -   7 min 04          416 points       50 landing                  466

Flight 3 -   7 min 00          420 points       50 landing                  470

                                                                                       Total - 1323
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Trev Faulkner  MFNZ #12387 Trev, I think this is your number, can you confirm please.

 
Flight 1 -   6 min 48          408 points       25 landing                  433

Flight 2 -   7 min 02          418 points       50 landing                  468

Flight 3 -   5 min 48          348 points       00 landing                  348

                                                                                       Total - 1249

Carl McMillan  MFNZ #8446

 
Flight 1 -   6 min 49          409 points       50 landing                  459

Flight 2 -   5 min 25          325 points       50 landing                  375

Flight 3 -   5 min 49          349 points       25 landing                  379

                                                                                       Total - 1213

Peter Graham  MFNZ #10777

 
Flight 1 -   5 min 21          321 points       00 landing                  321

Flight 2 -   4 min 39          279 points       25 landing                  304

Flight 3 -   6 min 40          400 points       50 landing                  450

                                                                                       Total - 1075

Phil Sparrow  MFNZ # 12385.

 
Flight 1 -   3 min 00          180 points       00 landing                  180      

Flight 2 -   3 min 31          211 points       00 landing                  211

                                                                                        Total -  391

Thanks to all those who came out and flew today, it was a good effort by everyone 

especially timekeeper extraordinaire Peter Smith. It says a lot about the soaring group that 

people are prepared to come out on a cold morning to help out when their own model is not

quite ready to fly and Peter has done that several times now. Hopefully you will be ready to

take to the air soon Peter.

I was also very impressed with the way everyone got stuck in to flying when it was their 

turn and timekeeping for others. We are all starting to work well together and the flights 

are flowing along at a good rate now, which was just as well today as we just beat the rain. 

Well done everyone. For those that weren’t able to be there today, there are another four 

weekends left this month so plenty more opportunities for Radian and we still have ALES 

200 to fly.

Regards,

Rex

NOTE - NZ Model Flier's World is now available for issue at both Blenheim and 
Picton libraries.
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MAMS Membership and Subscription Structure

Ordinary Member (all Sections)                S55.00
Family membership                                   $60.00
Junior Member                                          $35.00
Country Member (+40km from Blenheim) $35.00

Life Member Nil.
Members may belong to any or all of the following Sections, for one Ordinary 

Membership fee: 
Engineering -    Boating   -   Flying.
Flying Section members may join MFNZ (Recommended) for an additional 

annual fee of:  Senior $75, Junior $20, and Family $80, paid to MAMS.
NOTE: MFNZ Fees must be paid to the club before 31 March. New members 
joining after 1st

 
January can be charged a full year fee and they will be recorded as

financial members of the 2018/19 year.
For on-line payments members just have to use the club account number, give 
their name and purpose of payment, i.e. MAMS subs, and/or MFNZ subs. 
 

SBS Bank Account number is 031355 0512739 00

Subscription Policy:   Financial membership shall cease if the required 
subscription fee has not been paid by the 31st of July.  Non-financial members 
are not covered by our insurance policy and therefore cannot operate their 
models at our designated sites, and they do not receive a Newsletter. 

(New members who have joined and paid their Subs from December 2017 
onwards are still considered paid up club members for 2018/2019 year)

Those who have paid their subscription since the last AGM may collect their
membership card and receipt from a folder on the notice board in the clubroom. 
Anyone  not  wishing  to  renew their  membership  please  let  the  treasurer,  or  a
committee member, know. If any flying section members are not renewing their
membership could they also return their key to the flying field.

Publication  dates:  1st week  of  February, April, June, August,  October, and
December.
Please get any items (Notices, articles, or for sale items etc) for the June issue to
the editor a few days before the end of May.
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