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Happy New Year to you all (if it isn’t too late already!), Christmas and the 
holiday period is a fading memory for many now but we have hot days and strong 
winds to remind us of the summer months to come. The annual Model of the Year 
meeting took place on Tuesday 11th December at 7.30pm in the clubrooms and 
although there were not many models on show, it was a good time of fellowship 
and an opportunity to catch up with others. Colin Grocott was the champion in the 
model competition with his model of the hull cross-section of a Sailing ship. Very 
detailed and fascinating. Other worthy models included Ray Gleeson’s working 
torpedo model for his motor torpedo boat PR212 (not sure what other boats he is 
trying to get rid of!) and Mark Taylor’s two Starlet yachts. Hopefully other members 
will be encouraged to get busy and have entries for this year’s meeting in 
December. 

We were sorry to learn of the death of John Henson’s daughter recently and 
our sympathies are with him and his family.

Construction of the raised track traverser has been completed and the 
traverser is now installed and in use. The area where the tethered car track was 
has been cleared and it is intended to sow grass later in autumn. A long-term 
project has been proposed to install a branch line for the ground level track which 
will pass by the station/ticket box and around the south side of the club room to 
join back with the main line. This is planned to improve passenger management 
for both raised and ground level track systems. A start has been made by erecting 
a barrier fence alongside the road to protect the track and train operations.

Heritage Day 2019 preparations are under way and all members are asked to 
be available to help with the day’s activities. Our boat pond with yachts will be 
back in action and will be a great attraction for the public to view but needs 
members to operate the boats and model displays. Miniature train rides will be 
available but  help is required with passenger management during the day and 
relieving in the ticket box. There will be a static display of models in the club rooms
and models are required for the display plus help with manning the display during 
the day. We have been asked to provide two people for one hour during the day to 
help with gate and parking duties. Members are asked to provide their own 
lunches but morning and afternoon teas will be provided in the clubrooms or 
upstairs signal box. There will be a BBQ evening meal which in past years has 
proved to be a great way to end the day’s activities and a chance to enjoy meeting 
with others. The club will provide sausages and soft drinks but members are 
requested to bring a salad and dessert (and BYO if desired) to share in the pot-
luck meal. There will be a reminder sent out during January.

Nigel Wood
Secretary
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Boat Report Jan 2019
Been some quite good days on the pond with up to 11 yachts at the same time.
Allan Fairweather is now home after some time in Christchurch Hospital, we wish 
him a speedy recovery.
Pond has been cleaned but almost straight away it started to discolour again, we 
will have to manage things as best we can. It was easier to clean so thanks to 
those who helped.
Heritage day is almost here, I trust you have all read Nigel’s email, we need as 
many helpers as we can get to set up and take down. We start setting up 8.30ish 
and pack up around 4pm. Bring your own lunch. We will be hiring out the pond 
yachts and the starlets, if you are willing to let people play with your boat please 
come along. We also need boats to display, these will be in a tent in the area 
where the windmill used to be. We need people to help regulate proceedings and 
hire out the boats. We need volunteers to help the train guys during the day and 
we have a stint on gate duty!
Thanks to those members who came along to the Model of the Year.
It was good to have new member Mark Church sailing at the pond, he has quite a 
sense of humour so make sure you say hi when he’s there.
New boats seen on the pond include Colin Grocotts Big Lemon, Ken Wilkinson’s 
Starlet and finally my 650 “Doris” had its first outing,
Philip
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Flying section report

I hope everyone had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year.

MAMS was the highest scoring Club last year in the Model Flying NZ (MFNZ) 
national decentralised competition (NDC) with a keen bunch of glider flyers lead by
Rex, and Allan Baker competing in several free-flight classes as well as gliding. 
More on that in Rex’s article later in the newsletter. Well done to all those involved.

Allan Baker also competed at this years MFNZ Nationals and has contributed an 
article later in the newsletter, thanks Allan and well done.

Summer heat and wind has certainly dried the place out, the fire danger is extreme
so be careful out at the flying field and operate as safely as possible. Check your 
models and equipment are in good condition, especially fuel systems and LiPo 
batteries etc. Have fun but be safe.

Slope soaring is still continuing each Wednesday from 5:30pm. No-one was brave 
enough to fly in the gale force winds last week but we have had some good flying 
days. It is nice and relaxing on the lighter wind days flying with a bunch of other 
flyers, having a chat and enjoying the view. On a couple of occasions Philip and I 
flew in 50kph+ winds, the flying was good with tremendous energy but landing and
launching were challenging.

As mentioned earlier in the newsletter 6th February is Heritage day at Brayshaw 
Park. It is our biggest fundraiser of the year and our change to show the public 
what we do. The trains and boats will be operating at the park, we normally put a 
few model aircraft on display in the club rooms. If anyone would like to help out or 
put models on display feel free, the model engineers would probably appreciate 
help clicking tickets and directing passengers, and we have been asked to provide
volunteers to man the Gate from Midday to 1pm. 

Despite all the talk about Gliders, powered flying is still going strong in the club 
with several new models being flown over the last month or two. Some guys are 
getting into FPV flying which is a new and interesting facet of our hobby.

My Extra 330L mentioned in previous newsletter has been test flown, unfortunately
it lost half the covering off one side of the Horizontal stabiliser. It flew very well but 
still needs work to set up control travels and rates etc. The covering has been 
replaced but I have not had another chance to fly it yet. The Saito 61cc twin seems
to power it well enough but I doubt it has unlimited vertical capability, more like 
scale performance, it sounds beautiful though. 
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Allan Baker is looking to borrow a motor of about 400 - 600 KVa 6s. It's for the 
second witch for the airshow and he'd rather see if he can borrow one rather than 
buy one. Photo below. 

Have fun, Fly safely.

Carl M.

Success in NDC or How We Went From Being No-one to Being Nº One

This is the story of the MAMS group of r/c glider flyers and the successful season 
we had flying in the National Decentralised Competitions (NDC) in 2018.  The 
story really starts half way through 2017 when a handful of model pilots interested 
in soaring moved from the Blenheim club to MAMS.  There we were welcomed as 
new members and we set about establishing ourselves.  As it happened there 
were others interested in soaring and we quickly built a small group of “glider 
guiders” and decided to try to fly some of the NDC events that were competed in 
by model pilots throughout the country.  All the guys had electric gliders so it was 
natural that we would fly Altitude Limited Electric Soaring (ALES) events.
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MAMS Tuamarina Flying Field

The club’s flying days are Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday so, to minimise any 
conflict with the power flyers, we decided to concentrate on Saturday and 
Wednesday as soaring days.  The field at Tuamarina is quite small, too small for a 
winch and marginal for a bungee, so we stuck to our electric gliders, with models 
like the Radian quickly becoming popular, along with a variety of others mainly 
around 2 metre wingspan.  This was mid 2017 and those of us who had changed 
clubs were still registered to the old club and continued to forward results under 
that registration, so while a couple of us flew several events our scores were not 
recorded against MAMS.  As far as the rest of NZ was concerned MAMS didn’t 
exist, at least on the r/c competition scene.
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Discussing Tactics Before an NDC Event

What we did achieve that year was to introduce a number of other people to the 
concept of flying ALES competition.  There were a few problems to overcome - no-
one had ALES switches so I bought several and loaned them as required.  There 
weren’t many stopwatches so Phil Elvy and I passed our talking timers around and
showed people how to use them.  We had a couple of meetings at the clubhouse 
to talk about equipment and help people with setting up their models.  I sent out e-
mails advising when we were holding an event and gradually all this started to 
result in guys turning up on Saturdays with competing in mind. 

Some just wanted to watch the rest of us and then fly on their own so we cajoled 
them to have a go at posting a time.  I noticed that the spot landing really bothered
a few and they were reluctant to join in because of that, so “don’t worry about the 
landing, just do your flight and we’ll time you” became the instruction.  There is a 
competition called X5J which allows you to restart the motor (only the glide is 
timed) but if you do that you can’t score landing points.  That is a good beginners 
competition because most of the time the spot landing is not required and, since 
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most restart their motor and fly out the 10 minute target time, scores are quite 
close at the end and no-one gets trounced.  Slowly people started to improve, 
some even learnt the rules, and for those of us doing the organising things looked 
promising.  We accentuated to those who were still a little reluctant that they would
be scoring points for their club and most responded well to that.

Come 2018 and we had almost a dozen pilots of varying skill levels, some of 
whom were not MFNZ members so could not post scores.  MAMS has their own 
insurance coverage so many (at the time, most) of the flyers elected to save the 
cost of registration and not join MFNZ.  Since then we have encouraged people to 
join which has brought a few more into the MFNZ fold and allowed them to 
contribute their scores.  We did a bulk buy on ALES switches and a few people 
bought stop watches or talking timers to match their increasing skills as 
timekeepers and many equipped themselves with the ubiquitous Radian.  It 
doesn’t look like much but the Radian is (was) cheap, rugged, easy to fly, performs
remarkably well and is eligible for all the NDC electric events - that model is largely
responsible for our success in building the soaring group.

Trev Faulkner launching his Radian on a nice winter morning - timekeeper is Carl
McMillan
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It was a slow start to the season with a few still not registered, the odd reluctant 
debutant and some very mixed weather, but we kept posting scores and gradually 
the numbers started to rise and the results started to get better.  We weren’t 
concerned about how we were doing against the rest of the country because we 
couldn’t see anyone else’s scores, but we were having a lot of fun amongst 
ourselves and there were no certainties as to who would win on any given day.
 Turnouts were encouraging and, although a couple fell by the wayside, we 
frequently had 8 or 9 competitors present which made for a lot of friendly banter, 
but also plenty of assistance and advice for anyone that needed it.  This is a group
that turns up to fly, we are not one of those coffee clubs that are so common now.

It wasn’t long before a few more capable models started to appear, although 
Radians are still the mainstay and tend to be everyone’s windy day model when 
low level turbulence makes landings risky.  Gorilla glue repairs are easy on foam 
models and if it’s really a write-off just buy a new one from the local model shop on
the way home - at least that was the thinking until Horizon Hobbies changed the 
rules and cheap Radians became a thing of the past.  Garry Morgan has designed
and built a series of models with paper covered foam wings which have become 
very hard to beat and a number of modern composite designs are starting to find 
their way into local hands as the level of competition starts to rise.  Fortunately 
ALES Radian remains on the NDC calendar so anyone with a 2 metre foam glider 
has a competition where everyone is on an equal footing with inexpensive models 
- long may that continue.

One of Garry Morgan’s scratch built designs - this is an early version, about 3
metre wingspan.

1



So, how did we do in 2018?  Part way through the year Allan Knox took over the 
Recording Officer position and we regularly e-mailed our respective club’s scores 
to one another, which gave us the added incentive of trying to top Wellington’s 
totals in soaring events.  The guys responded well and there were not many 
events that didn’t see the club posting very competitive scores.  This is not a group
with vast r/c soaring experience and most of us are grandfathers, so we don’t have
youth on our side either, but by consistently flying the events we not only topped 
the soaring stakes but finished the season as winners of the overall club title.
 Along the way there was a NZ record in ALES 123, so it’s been an excellent year 
for the new kids on the block and we are all quite proud of our achievement. 

Soaring is clearly not for everyone.  Some people abhor it, but for many it provides
a challenge that is very different from power flying and a level of satisfaction that’s 
not so easy to achieve with other forms of model flying.  The skills required go well
beyond simply guiding the model and it’s certainly not as easy as it looks.  You 
quickly realise that you need to learn a lot about lift and sink and how your model 
reacts to it, or it isn’t going to stay up very long.  Unlike many power flyers, soaring
pilots are constantly trying to get more from the model and soon learn about their 
transmitter's capabilities and the advantages of various mixes and flight modes.
 Competition stimulates the desire to improve and most kiwis have been 
competitive sports people at some time in their lives, so it doesn’t take long before 
questions are asked of more experienced members, models get adjustments and 
modifications start to appear as people strive to improve their performance - and it 
works, all of our group are better flyers than we were at the start of the year and 
we are looking forward to another soaring year.
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From the left:  Robert Evans, Peter Smith, Phil Elvy, Trev Faulkner, Phil Sparrow (in
front), Rex Ashwell, Carl McMillan, Allan Baker, Brian Mogford.
Absent were:  Garry Morgan, Paddy Gordon and Peter Deacon.

Apparently there were whispers at the Nationals of other clubs responding and 
taking NDC more seriously in 2019, so it seems we’ve rattled a few cages out 
there.  Bring it on I say, we’re up for the challenge!  We certainly started 2019 on a 
positive note when a rare day with a light breeze allowed seven of us plus a guest 
from Nelson to fly ALES Radian on the last Saturday of the month and put forward 
some very competitive scores.

MFNZ Club Positions 2018

Pos Club Points

1 Marborough Associated  Modellers 532

2 Wellington MAC 454

3 Christchurch MAC 338

4 New Plymouth MAC 199
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5 Whangarei MAC 148

6 Feilding Model Flying Circle 127

7 Model Flying Hawkes Bay 100

8 Palmerston North Aeroneers 65.5

9 Ashurst Model Fliers 34

10= Levin Model Aeroplane Club 29

10= Kapiti Aeromodellers Club 29

12 Whakatane Modellers 22

13= Hamilton Model Aero Club (INC) 9

13= Auckland Free Flight Club 9

13= Tuakau Model Aero Club 9

16 029 NOCLASS M A C 3

17= Auckland Model Aero Club 2

17= Rotorua M A C (INC) 2

17= Blenhiem MAC 2

17= Invercargill Radio Fliers - Southland MAC 2

17= Tauranga MAC 2

Rex Ashwell

MFNZ Nationals 2019 (  by Allan Baker)  
The 71st Nats were held between 2 and 7 January at Matamata. Well, I say 
Matamata but the venues were spread from Morinsville 47 K away for control-line 
and free flight, to 7 K south for glider and vintage. RC in all forms other than 
gliding was held on a grass vector on the airfield. I made up my mind to go only a 
week before so it was  a frantic time checking out models some of which I hadn’t 
flown since the Carterton Nats three years ago. Not enough preparation as it 
turned out. I elected to fly in only 6 events to give plenty of time to take in all the 
variety that only the Nats can offer. It’s a long haul to Matamata, but the camping 
facilities on the airfield courtesy of the Piako gliding club worked well. It’s a tough 
call for the organisers as Aucklanders like to day trip and won’t venture further 
south and without them numbers fall off.  Open fields – well there aren’t any it 
seems. Carterton works better in this regard where there are bigger paddocks and 
only occasional sheep instead of cows and corn. There were very few South 
Islanders; only Andrew and Suetonia Palmer and Paul French from CHCH as far 
as I could tell.
I flew all the Texaco vintage events. Tex is aimed at getting the max duration 
possible from a very restricted amount of fuel. I prefer diesels for this event except 
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of course for the 1/2A Tex  which is for Cox 049’s. Duration times are ten minutes 
(1/2A and Tex A) and 16 minutes for Open Tex, in this case from only 11cc of fuel. 
Our first day kicked off with a strong westerly that just got stronger every day! The 
only thing to do was to fly early and rely on a good engine run as lift was sporadic 
in the cold conditions. The 1/2A Slicker ran well enough but I lost elevator control 
with a stripped servo and that was that. Tex A featured my 1947 KK Scorpion with 
a 2.5 Super Tigre. It was only in the third and last flight that I maxed and that flight 
took me so high in the blue sky that I lost sight of it for 30 seconds or so. Not a 
great day. 

My Scorpion, minus right wheel, on its only max,
I then had a day off and watched the R/C scale classes. A few years ago the scale 
modeller gave up on the Nats but the rules and now more friendly for several 
levels of competition so they were back in good numbers. Again, the westerly 
barrelled in and there were a few crashes. One Lysander broke a supporting wing 
strut and reduced itself to  quite a few pieces. One of three Lysanders there. FW 
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190’s in super large format were popular as well. However, the price of admission 
was rewarded with Frazer Briggs’ demo of his (I think one third scale) LA7 with a 
huge Moki radial. He flew it brilliantly with very scale-like speeds and the noise 
from the engine was very evocative. I understand it’s a very high maintenance 
engine and a look at the electronics confirms. 

Frazer’s LA7
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Terrific Hawker Fury that featured at Top Gun. Glen Avenell
On Day three I flew Open Texaco with a great model, a KG-1 from 1937 with a 
ball-raced 2.5 PAW diesel. There were only a handful of us brave enough to try our
hand and I thought for a while that I might have won as I had good times and the 
only one to make landing points. Most elected to just fly straight ahead and hold 
on. But John Butcher from Tuakau beat me and deserved the win as for ten 
minutes or so the model threaten to destroy itself in the turbulence low down. 
The wind was still strong at 5pm when the Catapult, Tip launch glider and Chuckie 
was set to start. This was a shambles really as the CD director had allowed only 
three hours for three events each involving 6 rounds and, at the start, at least a 
kilometre retrieve. The prospect (stupidity really) of attempting 18 retrieves (read 
18 kilometres) in three hours was apparent and I elected to fly Tip only. My first 
flight was a good max and I had the TLG boys worried. But after the retrieve via a 
dusty field and bridge over an irrigation channel, the timekeeper informed me that 
he had forgot to stop the watch so it could not be recorded. My heart went out of 
and I flew two models at once to halve the retrieves and came third. This event 
was timed to coincide with the formal dinner which was well into pudding by the 
time I got back to the camp site. 
I watched control-line at Morinsville the next day, and Pylon racing in the 
afternoon. That had to be another highlight; those models are pulling 30K rpm 
static so goodness knows what that are doing up top. All very exciting and a well 
supported branch of the sport.
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“Go fast, pull left”, Pylon racer with 10cc Nelson motor. Must be good for 20g turns 
and 200 mph.
I decided to leave a day early and forgo Vintage catapult; the prospect of using a 
machete to carve paths through eye high thistles hardly worth the effort. Earlier in 
the week I had also watched the gliders as they were in an adjoining field from 
Vintage. The usual suspects were doing well but there were out landings and 
mishaps; one F3B model, a Pike Perfect or something, just exploded on the winch 
when it hit turbulence coinciding with a vigorous pull up.
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Some idea of the grey turbulent days. Looking at the pits area in Gliding.
It might sound as it I was a bit grumpy with aspects of the Nats, but not so. I 
appreciate how hard it is to organise these things; the weather is often wild in early
January, and suitable venues are few and far between. Perhaps I had forgotten 
how competitive it is even in the relaxed Vintage classes and a good deal of 
preparation is needed. Not sure I’d do Matamata again but Carteron just a couple 
of hours from Wellington next year should be on.  It is a chance to see aspects of 
the sport that are just not seen in Marlborough and of course the opportunity to 
meet up again with some thoroughly decent friends is what it’s all about. 
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MAMS Membership and Subscription Structure

Ordinary Member (all Sections)                S55.00
Family membership                                   $60.00
Junior Member                                          $35.00
Country Member (+40km from Blenheim) $35.00

Life Member Nil.
Members may belong to any or all of the following Sections, for one Ordinary 

Membership fee: 
Engineering -    Boating   -   Flying.
Flying Section members may join MFNZ (Recommended) for an additional 

annual fee of:  Senior $88 Junior $25, and Family $93, paid to MAMS.
NOTE: MFNZ Fees must be paid to the club before 31 March. New members 
joining after 1st

 
January can be charged a full year fee and they will be recorded as

financial members of the 2018/19 year.
For on-line payments members just have to use the club account number, give 
their name and purpose of payment, i.e. MAMS subs, and/or MFNZ subs. 
 

SBS Bank Account number is 031355 0512739 00

Subscription Policy:   Financial membership shall cease if the required 
subscription fee has not been paid by the 31st of July.  Non-financial members 
are not covered by our insurance policy and therefore cannot operate their 
models at our designated sites, and they do not receive a Newsletter. 

(New members who have joined and paid their Subs from December 2018 
onwards are still considered paid up club members for 2019/2020 year)

Those who have paid their subscription since the last AGM may collect their
membership card and receipt from a folder on the notice board in the clubroom. 
Anyone  not  wishing  to  renew their  membership  please  let  the  treasurer,  or  a
committee member, know. If any flying section members are not renewing their
membership could they also return their key to the flying field.

Publication  dates:  1st week  of  February, April, June, August,  October, and
December.
Please get any items (Notices, articles, or for sale items etc) for the April issue to
the editor a few days before the end of March.
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