Piston‘n’Prop.
Newsletter
Marlborough Associated Modellers Society Inc.
Brayshaw Park, 8 Arthur Baker Place, Blenheim 7201
President: Philip Gibbison** Secretary/Treasurer: Nigel Wood*
Ph: 5780016
Ph: 5787086

Committee Members:

Colin Grocott Ph: 5793594
Carl McMillan***Ph: 5780716
Ron Perkinson Ph: 5789699
John Bolton
Ph: 5789573
* Primary contact person for Engineering section
** Primary contact person Boating section
*** Primary contact person Flying section
Newsletter Editor: Carl McMillan***
carlmcmillan101@gmail.com

MAMS Website:

Ph: 5780716

Email:

www.mams.org.nz

If Clubs or members currently receiving this Newsletter by mail could
receive it by email please let me know carlmcmillan101@gmail.com
___________________________________________________________________

August 2019
Committee Meeting notes for June / July
Winter may have taken a while to get going but we have had quite a variety of
weather over the the past two months - stiff frosts followed by fine days and mild
temperatures, a lot more rainy days than average, a lot less snow on the hills
around the valley. Maintenance of our grounds has taken a break. Operation of
trains, boats and planes has been a lot quieter with not many members of the
1

community visiting the Park. Work is well on the way to completing the major
repair of the raised track truss bridge, thanks to the skills of Win Holdaway and
Lawrence Brehaut ably assisted by other members of the Engineering Section.
Thanks to members who have already renewed their subscription and a
reminder to those who have yet to pay that your subscriptions are overdue and are
required for costs incurred in running the society during the year.
We welcome the following new member to the Society and wish them every
enjoyment in their hobby and membership:
Chris Richards (Flying)
We are sorry to announce that Alan Fairweather (d. 28 May) and Dave
Beaumont (d. 4 June) passed away and our sympathy goes to their families and
friends.
On Saturday 15th June an NZR-themed locomotive day was held at the Park.
Richard Satherly of the Nelson Society organised the event and model engineers
from Nelson, Christchurch, Wellington and Greymouth brought their NZR
locomotives to show and use on our tracks and facilities. I counted about 26
attending and a good range of locomotives and rolling stock. The day started
rather wetly but fined up enough to enjoy operating locos and having a good time
of fellowship. It was very pleasing to see our facilities being used. Our thanks go to
the ladies who provided food and drinks through the day.
For the Daffodil Day Cancer day at Brayshaw Park on Sunday 25th August 9am to
4pm. We will be giving train rides as our contribution.
Nigel Wood
Secretary / Treasurer

Engineering Section notes from June meeting
It takes a bit more effort during winter to get out to evening meetings but the
meeting was enjoyable with fellowship, discussion on many topics, and
viewing/discussing models or projects on display.
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Jim Acott had machined six driving wheels for his 5”gauge ‘Aspinall’
locomotive. These require a bit of fettling and finishing to clean up the spokes, etc,
but he has made a nice job of machining. Jim also had the castings for the tender
axle boxes, the chimney casting and the drag-bar box casting so has much to
keep him going.

Nigel has been making a proof-of-concept drive unit for an electric-powered
NZR Ds locomotive for younger members of the club to use. The prototype looks
as though it may be feasible, but time will tell. The power unit is from an old
mobility scooter and requires output speed reduction from 4,000rpm to around
560rpm in two stages driven by flat ribbed drive belts.
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The NZR day was discussed and it was considered we should be organising
our own open day for NZR locos and others at another time of year. Perhaps
immediately after Heritage Day Next year, which is on a Thursday, so we could
have open day(s) on Friday to Sunday to make it more attractive for people from
other centres to make a long weekend in Blenheim. We will think about it during
the year.
The old truss bridge was ready for dismantling and removing (this has already
been done and the new bridge is nearly completely assembled).
Nigel Wood
Boating Section Report
Welcome back to John Rainey
Pond going well, still looking at the best way to deal with sediment.
We have some items for sale from Alan McGreevy, an air gun and a jig saw. If you
are interested contact me.
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From Ray Gleeson,
Progress on my 1m Sparrow continues. Hatch and cabin being the current work.
Filling and fairing the hull will follow.Interior waiting on arrival of the receiver and
installation of power switch to finish

From Michael Dudley, find attached some images of my complete Footy class boat
and partially built Nano Class boat.
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Both boats have 3D printed hulls, along with mostly 3D printed fittings.
The footy is suited to quite light winds due to the size and the sail dimensions in
the plans I used. As can be seen in the photo attached of the footy hatch, the
electronics are quite a tight fit.
The Nano is currently glued together with the electronics laid out inside. I have the
rig half complete and once that is done it will be stripped down for painting.
The Nano class is a 500mm length class, specifically designed to be 3D printed.
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There are a few who haven’t yet paid their subscription, this is a gentle reminder
so could you get it sorted asap, thanks.
Our next section meeting is on Thurs 1st August, 7.30 at the clubrooms.
Philip
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Flying section report
Flying at Tuamarina has been going on as usual with members taking advantage
of the weather when it is suitable. Flying for fun with a variety of models.
Glider flying continues to be well supported, read Rex’s article below for more
about that.
Slope soaring will be starting up again when daylight saving starts again, first week
in October, about when the next newsletter is due out. I will check with the owners
at Meadowbank nearer the time to check that it is still available and put out an
email.
For anyone interested I found this interesting little website about drone flying in
NZ. It has a few videos and info and Q&A regarding drone flying
https://www.flyyourdrone.nz/ good info for any RC Flyers.
Trev just sent me a link to an interesting video from 1970 describing model flying,
some nice models and interesting comments that are still relevant today
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1842068629386628/permalink/2301273026799517/?sfnsn=mo

Just a reminder, if you have not paid your MAMS subs for this year they are
overdue.
For anyone interested the Lake Forsyth RC Flyers meeting is on the 24th and 25th
of August.
http://www.radiofliers.org.nz/lake-forsyth/

Fly safely, have fun.Cheers all.
Carl M.
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SOARING NEWS
It would be fair to say that the weather hasn’t been particularly friendly lately
towards those of us that spend some of our leisure time soaring. However, you
need a degree of resilience in this game and we have still managed to get through
all the NDC events that we would normally fly since the last newsletter. We know
that we are up against some of the best model soaring pilots in the world since we
stirred things up last year, but the guys have responded well and some pretty
competitive scores have been posted.
There is no doubt that competition improves ones flying skills and this is evident
amongst our members. It’s also evident that there has been investment in better
models with most having stepped up to 3 metre and greater wingspan models.
Garry Morgan, whose history with MAMS goes back to the days when the club
was formed, has returned to Marlborough after spending much of his working life
in Australia, and being a skilled designer and builder (models and full-size) has
produced an innovative low cost design that can compete with the expensive
composite models some of us fly. The following photos show him prior to test
flying a model (built for Peter Smith) which showed the same kind of
characteristics as Garry’s own model.

In the pits at Tuamarina on a cold winter morning. Peter Smith looks on as Garry
Morgan adjusts his new model. Garry’s own version is in the foreground.
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Looking good and ready to fly. First flights are always nervous times and while we
know that larger models fly better, it’s my observation that it’s more devastating if/
when larger models crash. No such problems with this one though, it’s a good ‘un.

A new face at the flying strip is Chris Richards. Chris is an outstanding full-size
glider pilot who has been slowly building up his model flying skills with his 2.6
metre Radian Pro. We are looking forward to him joining us more often. Seen
here with Phil Sparrow timekeeping.
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All those that regularly fly at Tuamarina will recognise the scene below. This was
the state that the “pot hole” in River Rd (near the entry to the flying field) had got to
before my constant grizzling to Marlborough Roads finally bore fruit and I was
passed on to the MDC. I’m pleased to say they have sorted the problem and,
while there are now some normal sized pot holes in the road there is no longer the
possibility that a boat may be needed as a flying accessory.

We have once again this year enjoyed the hospitality of the owners of Quaildale
Farm in the Waihopai Valley. This is a very nice flying site which we have used as
a Sunday alternative to Tuamarina, where we restrict ourselves to Saturdays for
competition flying. The conditions are quite different out in the valley with less of
the wave and convergence lift we sometimes see at Tuamarina and a little more
thermal activity. It’s great to gain experience in both styles of flying - they are quite
different - but we are almost at the point where they will close access for three
months or so during their lambing season. I am always on the lookout for
alternative sites for soaring (you can’t have too many) so I’d be happy to hear from
anyone who knows of a friendly landowner who might be accommodating - any
tips would be welcome.
Rex
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MAMS Membership and Subscription Structure
Ordinary Member (all Sections)
S55.00
Family membership
$60.00
Junior Member
$35.00
Country Member (+40km from Blenheim) $35.00
Life Member
Nil.
Members may belong to any or all of the following Sections, for one Ordinary
Membership fee:
Engineering Boating - Flying.
Flying Section members may join MFNZ (Recommended) for an additional
annual fee of: Senior $88 Junior $25, and Family $93, paid to MAMS.
NOTE: MFNZ Fees must be paid to the club before 31 March. New members
joining after 1st January can be charged a full year fee and they will be recorded as
financial members of the 2018/19 year.
For on-line payments members just have to use the club account number, give
their name and purpose of payment, i.e. MAMS subs, and/or MFNZ subs.
SBS Bank Account number is 031355 0512739 00
Subscription Policy: Financial membership shall cease if the required
subscription fee has not been paid by the 31st of July. Non-financial members
are not covered by our insurance policy and therefore cannot operate their
models at our designated sites, and they do not receive a Newsletter.
(New members who have joined and paid their Subs from December 2018
onwards are still considered paid up club members for 2019/2020 year)
Those who have paid their subscription since the last AGM may collect their
membership card and receipt from a folder on the notice board in the clubroom.
Anyone not wishing to renew their membership please let the treasurer, or a
committee member, know. If any flying section members are not renewing their
membership could they also return their key to the flying field.
Publication dates: 1st week of February, April, June, August, October, and
December.
Please get any items (Notices, articles, or for sale items etc) for the October issue
to the editor a few days before the end of September.
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