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Committee Meeting notes for June / July

At last! Our big news this month is that the pond has been repaired and is back
in action. Many thanks to Viking Containment, the contractors, who have been 
working on other tasks in the Marlborough district and managed to find a slot in 
which they could install the liner. They had been held up by weather conditions 
during the winter months but we benefited from several days of fine weather when 
they were able to carry out the task. Our thanks to the members of the boating 
section (and others) who turned out to assist. Unloading the rolls of liner material 
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and under-felt from the truck and getting them under the truss bridge to the pond 
was an interesting mission but was achieved without mishap and the tradesmen 
were able to complete the work in short order. Securing the upper edge of the liner
was carried out by the boaties after the water reached a level which ensured the 
liner was held down before fastening metal strips with screws.

Our Society has been approached by the recently formed Model Railway Club 
with a view to them acquiring an area in the Park where a building could be 
located for their permanent rail layout and operations. Our Committee is in the 
process of discussing the matter with them and will keep you advised of what 
transpires.

Grounds maintenance has slowed during Winter but other maintenance tasks 
have been carried out and construction of the raised track passenger trolley 
storage shed is progressing  

A number of Annual Subscriptions are yet to be paid and members are 
requested, please, to renew these now, if they haven’t done so already.

Senior Members - $55.00
Junior & Country Members - $35.00
Family Membership - $60.00

These subscriptions help toward the routine running costs of the Society.

It has been disappointing to find on several occasions that the clubroom 
kitchen has been used but cups and utensils have been left on the bench. It is 
good to see the clubrooms being used, but I would request, please, that the 
kitchen is left in a clean and tidy state with cups and utensils washed and put away
when each group has finished. Leave the clubrooms in the condition you would 
like to find them. Thanks.

Nigel Wood
Secretary

Steam Section Meeting notes for July 17th.

Numbers were down this evening but we were able to have some discussion 
on a list of suggested projects and maintenance tasks. Hopefully at the next 
meeting there will be sufficient number of section members to be able to make 
decisions and allocate priorities. A lot of tasks on the submitted list are to do with 
maintenance but they need to be identified for attention and action.
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Ron Perkinson showed a set of six wheels he had been machining as a training
exercise in using his milling machine. They are for 5” gauge and based on a 
Bulleid type wheel pattern, requiring a lot of concentration when setting up and 
milling.

Mark Taylor reported that he had 1/2 of his Speedy running on air! He has 
assembled and timed the valve gear on one side and will attempt to get the other 
side going as well.

Peter Holdaway showed us two little BA hex nut tube socket spanners he had 
received from the UK. He has a set of 8 - 12BA socket spanners on order but 
these particular ones had just arrived and are very nicely made. Peter also showed
a three-way injector selector valve he had received and has found that postage 
from the UK by Royal Mail is very expensive. He recommends asking for a 
cheaper form of postage when ordering.

Nigel

Graeme Vercoe 
29th. December 1936 - 31 May 2018. 

Many members of the old Blenheim "Model Aeroplane Club will remember 
Graeme as a young College Boy. Joining this club about the age of about 
15 years. Mainly flying control line and Free Flight. He also haunted the 
late Colin McKenzie shop which supplied Modelling equipment for model 
Aircraft and Boats, Diesel & Glo Plug Engines, Kit Sets and Balsa Wood. 
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He then became an apprentice Mechanic to Dix's Garage in Queen Street. 
Graeme at about this time became involved with Racing Motor Cycles and in 
his pursuit of racing became the first Marlborough Rider to Win at Hawksbury 
Circuit. Graeme then moved onto racing Go Carts for a time. When he broke 
his Collarbone he decide to let his brother Gary have a go. His interests in 
modelling never faded with the advent of Radio control. He then launched into 
Land Yachts and Slope Souring. In the early 1970s MAMS started R/C Boat 
Racing at Taylor Dam. along with his Son Kerry raced boats successfully. here 
and in the North Island, their enthusiasm took them on to racing OffShore 
Power Boats, This boating was well supported by his Family. Having NO power 
or any facilities at Taylor Dam Graeme's wife Tui kept the Copper Boiling for Hot
water and Food for those in need with sons Michael & Darryn collecting cones 
for the copper. When Graeme had his life changing Motor Cycle Accident it was
not long before he once more became interested in modelling, this time Scale 
Radio Control boats mostly of prototype vessels. Although confined to a wheel 
chair for more than 26 years his wife Tui cared for him and created a 
Comfortable and Accessible home for Graeme. Being confined to a wheel chair 
did not deter him from his interest in gardening and building another boat or 
two, last count he had built from scratch 12 vessels and have No idea how 
many kitset he put together or completed unfinished models for others. 
Graham will sadly be missed by all who knew him, At club section nights and at
the pond Graeme was easily meet with a humorous story to tell and an 
antidote for every ones problem they have. 

Peter Holdaway July 2018

Boat Report

We finally have a pond and what a great sight it is. After a very long wait, and 
weather d elays Viking Containment were able to do the complete job in one 
and a half days. There was a huge amount of work that went in to getting it done. A
very big thank you to all of you who helped in any way.
Special mention to the following;
Colin Grocott and Mark Taylor for all the extra work you guys took on. 
To Viking Containment for doing the job, and to Renwick Transport for the 
transport of the materials. Both of these Companies donated their time and 
services for free! 
To Redwood Trust and Marlborough District Council for funding.
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True Vikings in every way, they came and they conquered. (left to right) Kelly, 
Mitch, Nic (the boss) and Dominik, a great bunch of guys.

I think Colin was the first boat on the water and I’m lead to believe that I was the 
first one to hit the side!
We had a sail last Sunday and all of us were very happy boaties, the pond has 
very different look about it, clean and inviting, and it’s deeper.
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Our next Section Meeting is this Thursday, 2nd Aug, 7.30 in the clubrooms.
See you there
Philip

Flying section report.
Congratulations to Rex Ashwell for setting a new New Zealand record score in 
ALES123 NDC Competition, 3 points off a perfect score, it was quite an 
achievement. I was timing for him and we flew alternately (3 X  6 minute flights 
was the target) and my best flight time was 4 minutes 40 seconds. (See Rex’s 
Soaring article below for more info)
The winter weather has been very variable, it always seems the best flying days 
occur when I am at work. The floods a few weeks ago did not quite get up to the 
airfield level which is good.
Power flying in the weekend has been a bit slow lately with only a few regulars 
brave enough to get out and chance the conditions. Our airfield does seem to 
have it’s own little micro-climate and can have good flying conditions when it is 
windy in town, or occasionally windy when the rest of the area is calm, you cant tell
until you get there.
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Last weekend was pretty good with the glider flyers having a reasonable day on 
Saturday, and Power flying on Sunday with Karl, Grant, Matt Gay (Nelson club 
member) and me flying a variety of models in fairly good conditions despite a poor 
weather forecast. Matt was flying a Seagull Edge 540 just like the one I had a 
couple of years ago, same colour scheme, and it was good to see. Karl flew his 
EDF A-10 model, the first time I have seen it fly, as well as his usual petrol 
powered Extra. We all had electric models to fly. 

I also flew my modified P-47 ARF for the first time. The Kit and the engine 
(ASP108) have been sitting in the shed for 10 years or so and I have changed the 
model from the Razor-back version to the Bubble-canopy version. It did not go all 
that well, the model flew okay with a few trim adjustments to do on the elevator 
and just as I was getting comfortable with it the engine quit. I got it back to the 
runway okay but too fast and ballooned a bit and landed heavy which pulled both 
retracts out of the wing. When I got home I found that the engine needle valve had
wound totally out of the carb, the needle valve was still sitting there hanging on the
extension through the cowl. I am surprised this happened and that the engine ran 
as long as it did. I have not seen this before but it is something to watch out for.
My little 680mm span fling wing went okay in the breezy conditions but is fun to fly 
and has the Mobius camera on it, here is a link to the last flight on Sunday 
https://youtu.be/aPvobRwzWes the model is called a Blackwing 680 from Bangood and
is a cheap and fun to fly. It is a bit twitchy in strong winds but is a model I fly when I
would be too chicken to fly my bigger models, not as fast or agile as the Fun-
Fighters though.
If anyone has anything of interest for the newsletter please email it to me. 
Hopefully Slope soaring will start again when Daylight saving starts again, I will 
email everyone once this is confirmed nearer the time.
Have fun, fly safely.
Carl M.
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The Soaring Scene

The soaring group continues to flourish and we have had some good 
flying lately despite the weather. At this time of year thermals seem to be 
rare and weak but this is often balanced by a lack of wind and then it’s a 
pleasure to just slide smoothly through the air while searching for one of 
those little bumps which sometimes signal rising air. Competition is 
frequently quite intense, with those who haven’t tried this type of flying 
until recently, getting better every day.

Our numbers seem to have stabilised at about ten keen pilots with a few 
more casual participants, but there is plenty of room for more so if you 
have a glider of any type, or are just interested to see what goes on, 
come along and have a play. You will get plenty of encouragement to join 
in and whatever assistance we can offer to help you enjoy some good 
flying. We normally fly from around 9 am (maybe a bit later on really cold 
days) on Wednesday and Saturday mornings. If the weather is good 
there are normally several guys flying - this Wednesday (25th July) saw a
great turnout with seven pilots enjoying the smooth conditions.

The mid-week old farts club  

From left, Brian Mogford, Phil Elvy, Trev Faulkner, Garry Morgan, Allan 
Baker and Peter Smith, with Rex Ashwell holding the camera. What could
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be better than flying with a bunch of mates on a true Marlborough mid 
winter day (cool, sunny and calm) - maybe a barbecue and a few beers? 

For a while everyone flew Radians and similar foamies but these days we
are starting to see a few more sophisticated models like Phil’s 2.5 metre 
Prelude, Garry’s scratch built 4 metre monster and Allan’s recently built 
3.6 metre Egita. These bigger models do offer advantages of course but 
a well flown Radian can still clean them up when the conditions are a bit 
flukey. Carl and I flew an NDC event last Saturday (the 21st) under threat 
of a weather change and I managed to break the NZ record for the ALES 
123 class using the 2 metre Pegasus (the yellow model on the ground in 
the photo) which I bought in somewhat second hand condition for the 
princely sum of $25. Sometimes you can make a silk purse out of a sow’s
ear! This does highlight that in soaring, it’s not what you fly, it’s how you 
fly it that counts.

ALES 123 is an event for electric gliders, with no restrictions on the 
models, where a small on-board switch cuts the motor at 20 seconds or 
123 metres altitude after launch, whichever comes first. This theoretically 
starts everyone’s glide at the same height and gives them an equal 
chance to achieve the target time of 6 minutes and carry out a spot 
landing. You score one point for each second flown but lose one point for 
each second either over or under the target time, so maximum score is 
360 points for time. Add to that 50 points if you land within 7 metres of the
landing spot or 25 points within 15 metres - three flights are required 
therefore the maximum possible score is 1230 points.

It sounds easy enough, but you need to find a bit of lift to fly the required 
time, then you must try to judge the approach to arrive at the landing spot
as near as possible to the target time. I had some luck in picking up just 
enough lift when I needed it on each flight and the calm conditions helped
with the landing approaches. Most of the remaining regulars flew the 
same event on the 28th, once again in difficult conditions. Here are the 
results:

ALES 123 - Event # 87

Rex Ashwell  MFNZ #10746

Flight 1 -   5 min 59          359 points       50 landing                  409
Flight 2 -   6 min 00          360 points       50 landing                  410
Flight 3 -   5 min 58          358 points       50 landing                  408

Total - 1227

9



Garry Morgan  MFNZ #12386
 
Flight 1 -   6 min 02          358 points       50 landing                  408
Flight 2 -   6 min 02          358 points       50 landing                  408
Flight 3 -   2 min 30          150 points       50 landing                  200

Total - 1016

Allan Baker  MFNZ #4943
 
Flight 1 -   3 min 15          195 points       50 landing                  245
Flight 2 -   5 min 50          350 points       25 landing                  375
Flight 3 -   4 min 03          243 points       50 landing                  293
                                                                                         Total - 913

Phil Elvy  MFNZ #11020
 
Flight 1 -   4 min 17          257 points       50 landing                  307
Flight 2 -   4 min 03          243 points       50 landing                  293
Flight 3 -   3 min 30          210 points       50 landing                  260

                                                                                         Total - 860

Trev Faulkner  MFNZ #12387

 
Flight 1 -   3 min 41          221 points       25 landing                  276
Flight 2 -   3 min 43          223 points       50 landing                  273
Flight 3 -   4 min 20          260 points       00 landing                  260

                                                                                         Total - 779

Phil Sparrow  MFNZ #12385
 
Flight 1 -   3 min 31          211 points       00 landing                  211
Flight 2 -   4 min 37          277 points       00 landing                  277
Flight 3 -   4 min 03          243 points       00 landing                  243
                                                                                         Total - 731

Carl McMillan  MFNZ #8446
 
Flight 1 -   4 min 08          248 points       50 landing                  298
Flight 2 -   4 min 40          280 points       25 landing                  305
Flight 3 -   1 min 57          117 points       00 landing                  117
                                                                                         Total - 720
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Allan’s new Egida is an interesting model and typical of a modern electric soarer.
 All composite construction, light weight and a slippery airframe combine to 
deliver superb performance.  It’s not hard to work out where this model is when 
it’s in a dive - the shriek of tortured air can be heard for some distance.  Garry’s 
self designed scratch built glider, the latest in a series, makes quite a contrast.  A 
bit bigger, a bit lighter and built of more traditional model aircraft materials, 
this one is a real “floater” and has shown itself to be a very capable model, still 
drifting along when gravity has brought the rest of us back to Earth.  

These two models represent different ends of the spectrum, one requiring a fair 
wad of cash and the other a high degree of modelling skill.  For those that are a 
little limited in either aspect the off the shelf Radian provides the perfect answer.
 A readily available $300 model which can be flown with a basic four channel 
radio, the Radian is quite competitive in the type of competition that we fly.  It’s 
also a simple but rugged model that can be ready to fly about one minute after 
you step out of your car at the flying field and virtually everyone in our group 
owns one for that reason. Here’s Trev Faulkner launching his Radian with Carl 
doing timekeeper duty.
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For the month of August we only have one NDC event scheduled and 
that is X5J.  The rules can be found here:
 http://www.modelflyingnz.org/docs/comprules/S05-Soar.pdf  Scroll 
through to 3.14 and read carefully.  This is an interesting competition with
a few nuances that aren’t necessarily recognised by everyone - all will be 
explained at the pre-flight briefing.  Also of interest is that Quaildale is 
now unavailable as an alternative venue while access is restricted due to 
lambing.  I expect this to be the case for at least another three months.
 We have enjoyed some really good days out there and we are indebted 
to Ross and Fiona for their generosity in making an area available 
whenever we have asked for it.

Winter flying has it’s attractions with the frequent dead calm conditions, 
but I’m looking forward to warmer days and more thermals - see you at 
the flying field.

Rex Ashwell

MAMS Membership and Subscription Structure

Ordinary Member (all Sections)                S55.00
Family membership                                   $60.00
Junior Member                                          $35.00
Country Member (+40km from Blenheim) $35.00

Life Member Nil.
Members may belong to any or all of the following Sections, for one Ordinary 

Membership fee: 
Engineering -    Boating   -   Flying.
Flying Section members may join MFNZ (Recommended) for an additional 

annual fee of:  Senior $75, Junior $20, and Family $80, paid to MAMS.
NOTE: MFNZ Fees must be paid to the club before 31 March. New members 
joining after 1st

 
January can be charged a full year fee and they will be recorded as

financial members of the 2018/19 year.
For on-line payments members just have to use the club account number, give 
their name and purpose of payment, i.e. MAMS subs, and/or MFNZ subs. 
 
SBS Bank Account number is 031355 0512739 00

Subscription Policy:   Financial membership shall cease if the required 
subscription fee has not been paid by the 31st of July.  Non-financial members 
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are not covered by our insurance policy and therefore cannot operate their 
models at our designated sites, and they do not receive a Newsletter. 

(New members who have joined and paid their Subs from December 2017 
onwards are still considered paid up club members for 2018/2019 year)

Those who have paid their subscription since the last AGM may collect their
membership card and receipt from a folder on the notice board in the clubroom. 
Anyone  not  wishing  to  renew their  membership  please  let  the  treasurer,  or  a
committee member, know. If any flying section members are not renewing their
membership could they also return their key to the flying field.

Publication  dates:  1st week  of  February, April, June, August,  October, and
December.
Please get any items (Notices, articles, or for sale items etc) for the June issue to
the editor a few days before the end of May.
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