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Piston‘n’Prop. 

Newsletter 
Marlborough Associated Modellers Society Inc. 

Brayshaw Park,   8 Arthur Baker Place, Blenheim 7201 
 
President: Philip Gibbison** Secretary/Treasurer:  Nigel Wood*       
   Ph:  5780016          Ph: 5787086           
 
 
Committee Members: 
Mark Taylor   Ph: 5789885   Colin Grocott Ph: 5793594 
Carl McMillan*** Ph: 5780716  Ron Perkinson Ph: 5789699 
John Bolton  Ph: 5789573 
*  Primary contact person for Engineering section 
**  Primary contact person Boating section 
*** Primary contact person Flying section 
 
Newsletter Editor: Carl McMillan*** Ph: 5780716  Email: 
carlmcmillan101@gmail.com 
 

MAMS Website:    www.mams.org.nz 

 
If Clubs or members currently receiving this Newsletter by mail could 

receive it by email please let me know carlmcmillan101@gmail.com  
___________________________________________________________________ 

April2019 
 

Reminder: MAMS AGM 7:30pmTuseday 9th 
April at  MAMS Clubrooms, Brayshaw Park. 

 
Committee Meeting notes for February / March 

 Who put the clock on fast-forward? I don’t know where the last two months 
have gone but they have passed in a hurry. It has been a relief to have the odd 
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spell of rain and break in the drought to bring cooler temperatures, even if the 
grass has grown again. It’s amazing to see how quickly the brown patches turned 
green. Unfortunately we seem to have lost several shrubs because of the drought. 
Our thanks to those who have watered shrubs and plantings during the dry spell to 
keep them alive. Your time and effort is appreciated. 

 

 February marks the end of our financial year to allow for the audit before our 
Annual General Meeting in April. We thank Don Manning who has carried out the 
audit for a number of years but is unable to do it again this year. John Bolton has 
stepped up and volunteered to carry out the audit this year, and I thank him for 
this. 

 

 Members are advised that the Annual General Meeting this year will be held on 
Tuesday 9th April at 7.30pm in the clubrooms at Brayshaw Historic Park. Members 
are requested to attend as this is the opportunity for you to have your say and 
input into the running of the Society. We appreciate the efforts of those members 
who have served on the Committee and for the time and energy they have put into 
organising and overseeing the function and activities of the Society. This year we 
will have a committee member standing down and will be asking for his 
replacement as well as for positions that were not filled last year. The input and 
opinion of each committee member is valued in decisions that have to be made. 

 

 The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 

 

 Annual General Meeting, 9th April, 7.30pm in clubrooms 

  Welcome & Apologies 

  Minutes of 2018 AGM 

  Matters arising 

  Correspondence 

  President’s Report 

  Treasurer’s Report 

  Subscriptions 

  Election of Officers 

  General Business 

  Closure 

 (followed by supper) 
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 Please take this as the official notification of the AGM. Our Constitution requires 
that the notice be advised to members at their last known address plus advertised 
in the newspaper 7 days prior to the meeting. However, it has been noted that not 
many people currently subscribe to the newspaper. As email is now widely used, 
we are using this avenue and the newsletter to notify you of the AGM. 

 

  We welcome the following new members to the Society and wish them every 
enjoyment in their hobby and membership: 

 Darren Wilkinson (Engineering) (Christchurch) 

 Jim Kerr (Boating) (Nelson) 

 Brian Tuffey (Boating) 

 Todd Stanley (Boating) 

 Linton Boyce (Flying) 

  

 Heritage Day 2019 in February was an enjoyable day with cooler weather after 
the extremely hot days preceding and was successful although it was noted there 
were fewer members of the public visiting the Park. It was good to have the pond 
back in operation and this was a popular spot as were the pond yachts available 
for hire. Train rides were steady and there was an interesting display of models in 
the clubrooms. Numbers were down for the evening pot-luck meal at the end of 
the day but we were able to all fit in the clubrooms for an enjoyable meal and time 
of fellowship. Thanks to all the members who took part in one way or another 
during the day and especially to the ladies who kept us fed and watered. While this 
was our main fund-raiser for the year and takings were down on previous years, it 
was still a worthwhile day and it was a pleasure to see the enjoyment and good 
spirit that was exhibited.  

 

 Activities around our area during the hotter months have been curtailed 
somewhat with lack of growth and the fire risk, but grounds maintenance has still 
taken place and progress made with preparations for the proposed ground level 
track branch line behind the clubrooms. The tethered racing car track and fencing 
has been removed and the area tidied ready for grass sowing when weather 
permits. The raised track wooden truss bridge is showing it’s age of 30+ years and 
consideration is being given to repairing it. With the steel beam having been 
installed during the year, the timber structure does not have to carry the same 
loading but is still used for foot traffic. The bridge has historical significance in 
commemorating the style of rail bridge that was used in Blenheim of earlier years 
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and is a visual feature of the Park. We would like to see it last for another 30+ 
years at least after repair.  

 

 

Nigel Wood 

Secretary / Treasurer 

 

Boating Report. 

I’ve done more flying than boating in the last few months, and I haven’t done a lot 
of flying either, have had flower shows and daughter’s wedding to occupy my time 
 
As far as I’m aware the boating that has been happening is normal. 
We welcome new members Jim Kerr, Brian Tuffey, Todd Stanley to the club and 
hope you enjoy your time with us. 
We are looking at fencing off the harbour area for safety reasons and using it as a 
boat display and launching area. 

 
After Heritage Day we realised we needed more yachts for hire and decided to get 
on and make the yachts that were gifted from Picton useable. Members have been 
doing these up but we need servos and radio gear. Ultimately we would like 
2.4ghz radios but we are happy to use the old crystal set radios until we have 
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enough funds to get new radios. If anyone has an old radio and receiver, suitable 
for boats (we only need two channel) that they are no longer using and would like 
to see put to good use could you please contact a boat member, thanks. 
The AGM is coming up, please come and support your club. 
Philip 
 
 Martin Lankesher sent in this photo for a comical caption contest. (Heritage day 
2019) best answer published next newsletter. 
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Flying Section Report. 
Welcome back to  Linton Boyce who has rejoined us after a long break. 
Daylight saving is almost over so that will bring an end to slope soaring 
for this season. As usual it has been pretty interesting flying in various 
wind conditions and nice scenery, we flew at Weld Street once and the 
rest of the time at Meadowbank. One more chance on Wednesday 3rd 
April and at this stage the weather forecast looks okay. 
As I mentioned in the last Newsletter normal club flying days are 
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday, and Glider flyers having preference on 
Wednesday and Saturday to avoid conflict. Competition style glider flying 
is not really compatible with power flying. Of course electric launch 
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gliders can be flown at a Sunday session but the flyers need to fly from 
the pilots box, and let other flyers know what they are doing and where 
their model is to avoid conflict. Same thing with Helicopters and Multi-
rotors, (or control line), the flyers need to talk among themselves and 
arrange their flying to avoid conflict. The Glider flyers also fly from 
Quaildale station up the Waihopai Valley when it is available.  

Summer Gliding session at Tuamarina (Photo by Trev Faulkner) 
 

 
MAMS  

Certificate, 
First in NDC 

2018. 
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Quaildale Station flying session (Cars  parked lower right corner) 
(Photo by Trev Faulkner) 

NDC flying has got off to a good start this year with ALES123 and X5J being flown 
in February and Radian and ALES200 flown in March with 8 or 9 flyers in each 
class. It is great to see the improvements in flying skills over the last year and the 
top places being shared around, everyone is in with a chance if they have a good 
day. Great fun and enjoyable flying with a friendly helpful bunch of guys, and a bit 
of competition as well. 
I have been looking at updating our club flying rules as mentioned in emails to all 
our flyers but I have had very little feedback which would suggest most people 
are happy with them as they are (they need to be adhered to). One thing that 
does need to be added is to say that glider flying in competition (or practise for 
competition) is to be carried out in accordance with MFNZ Soaring code of 
practise (http://www.modelflyingnz.org/sigs/Soaring/COP%20Soaring%20.pdf  ). This differs 
from our regular flying rules in that flying is not carried out from the pilots box but 
allows multiple landing spots to be place out on the airfield, each flyer has a 
timer/spotter and flies from near the landing spot. If anyone has any more 
suggestions please let me know. 
Don’t forget MAMS AGM is on Tuesday 9th April at 7:30pm at the clubrooms at 
Brayshaw park (agenda is earlier in the newsletter). 
Have fun, fly safely. 
Carl M. 
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MAMS Membership and Subscription Structure 
 
 Ordinary Member (all Sections)                S55.00 
 Family membership                                   $60.00 
 Junior Member                                          $35.00 
 Country Member (+40km from Blenheim) $35.00 
 Life Member     Nil. 
 Members may belong to any or all of the following Sections, for one Ordinary 
Membership fee:  
 Engineering -      Boating   -    Flying. 
 Flying Section members may join MFNZ (Recommended) for an additional 
annual fee of:  Senior $88 Junior $25, and Family $93, paid to MAMS. 
NOTE: MFNZ Fees must be paid to the club before 31 March. New members 
joining after 1st

 
January can be charged a full year fee and they will be recorded as 

financial members of the 2018/19 year. 
For on-line payments members just have to use the club account number, give 
their name and purpose of payment, i.e. MAMS subs, and/or MFNZ subs.  
  
SBS Bank Account number is 031355 0512739 00 
 

Subscription Policy:   Financial membership shall cease if the required 
subscription fee has not been paid by the 31st of July.  Non-financial members 
are not covered by our insurance policy and therefore cannot operate their 
models at our designated sites, and they do not receive a Newsletter.  

 
(New members who have joined and paid their Subs from December 2018 

onwards are still considered paid up club members for 2019/2020 year) 
 Those who have paid their subscription since the last AGM may collect their 
membership card and receipt from a folder on the notice board in the clubroom.  
Anyone not wishing to renew their membership please let the treasurer, or a 
committee member, know. If any flying section members are not renewing their 
membership could they also return their key to the flying field. 
 
Publication dates: 1st week of February, April, June, August, October, and 
December. 
Please get any items (Notices, articles, or for sale items etc) for the June issue to 
the editor a few days before the end of May. 
 


